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Dr. Holly Putnam is a 2003 graduate of The Ohio State University. After
graduation, she practiced small animal general medicine in her home
state of New York until her family relocated to Austin, TX where she
worked in a HVHQSN clinic providing spay/neuter/wellness services to
low-income neighborhoods and area shelters. It was during that time that
Dr. Putnam was able to see first-hand the challenges that shelters face in
providing care to homeless animals.

This experience sparked a passion for shelter and community medicine,
which Dr. Putnam has now dedicated her career to. Dr. Putnam worked
as a faculty Instructor for the Shelter Medicine program at Cornell
University’s College of Veterinary Medicine for 4 years before beginning
her current role as Chief Medical Officer for Emancipet. She is delighted
to have the opportunity to care for animals from underserved
communities, as well as act as a resource for shelters and staff.

Dr. Putnam is a current member and former board member and secretary
for the Association of Shelter Veterinarians. Dr. Putnam currently resides
in Trumansburg, NY with her husband, 2 daughters, 1 dog, 7 cats and a
potbelly pig. The entire family, pig and all, will be relocating back to Texas
this summer. During her free time, she enjoys spending time with her
family, fostering kittens and hiking in the Finger Lakes region of NY.

Abstract

Spayathon for Puerto Rico: the record breaking desexing project

If you are at all interested in desexing programs, you are going to want to hear about Spayathon for Puerto 
Rico! This unprecedented initiative has brought together animal welfare organizations from all over the United 
States in an effort to provide free spay and neuter to dogs and cats of Puerto Rico. 

For years, Puerto Rico has experienced pet overpopulation and overcrowding of their shelters due to lack of 
veterinary resources on the island. Those who work in animal welfare organizations in Puerto Rico are grateful 
for Hurricane Maria because it was this natural disaster that brought awareness and an extraordinary effort by 
the Humane Society of the Unites States, resulting in 35,000 dogs and cats spayed and neutered this past year. 
What was once thought to be impossible, is now a reality and truly inspiring! 


